16th April 2018 

Circular 5/2018 

To Registered Foresters and other Stakeholders 

Re: Changes to NWS Establishment and NWS Conservation
Please note the following changes to the Native Woodland Establishment Scheme and the Native Woodland Conservation Scheme:
1. The Native Woodland Scheme Framework has been revised, with two notable changes:

· The NWS Framework now applies to both NWS Establishment and NWS Conservation.
· The NWS Framework now includes a new Scenario 5: Highly Modified Peat & Peaty Podzols / Pioneer Birch Woodland.
Full details are set out in the attached PDF document 'Native Woodland Scheme Framework (April18)'
2. Under NWS Conservation, the Application Form is now merged with the Native Woodland Plan, for streamlining purposes. Please find the revised NWS Conservation Form 1 attached, as a Word document. As set out, this Form 1 is designed to be completed onscreen, printed off, signed (by the Applicant, the NWS Forester and the NWS Ecologist) and submitted in hard copy. Furthermore, all questions under each section must be completed. 

These changes are in addition to other amendments arising from the Mid-Term Review (MTR) of the Forestry Programme, as set out in Circular 3/2018, specifically: 

· Increased grant and premium rates apply under NWS Establishment, as set out further below.
· The grant available under the 'Public High Forest' category is now increased to €5,000 / ha, as per that available to private applicants. The same eligibility criteria and the 2-instalment payment structure also apply. (As a result, two categories now apply under NWS Conservation: 'High Forest' and 'Emergent Woodland'.)
· The fencing allowances available under the Afforestation Grant & Premium Scheme also apply to NWS Conservation. If applying for deer fencing, evidence is required showing unsustainable levels of deer damage within the woodland (see the NWS Conservation Form 1 for details).

As per Circular 3/2018, other changes arising from the MTR will be introduced in stages. These include access under NWS Conservation to the Forest Fencing & Tree Shelter Scheme. 

Ann Cunningham 

Asst. Principal 

Forest Establishment & Felling
Attached:
· PDF document 'Native Woodland Scheme Framework (April18)'

· Word document 'NWS Conservation Form 1 (April18)'
NWS Establishment Grant 

	NWS Establishment GPC
	1st grant / ha
	2nd grant / ha
	Additional fencing allocation (IS436)

140 m / ha
	Total grant / ha

	GPC 9 
	€4,215
	€1,405
	€600
	€6,220

	GPC 10 
	€3,960
	€1,320
	€600
	€5,880


NWS Establishment Premium 

	NWS Establishment GPC
	Premium / ha (if <10 ha)
	Premium / ha (if >10 ha)

/
	Premium duration
(years)

	GPC 9 
	€665
	€680
	15

	GPC 10 
	€665
	€680
	15


end

